Overview and Presentation of Good News Lessons

When a person reaches the point where he/she is willing to consider the message of Christ, this series of lessons is an excellent way to convey God’s most important message. Plan to meet with your student in a quiet place where you will be as free from distractions and interruptions as possible.

The message of the first three lessons in this series is simple:

1. All people are created in God’s image with the potential to live with Him forever and share His blessings. However, because of sin they are separated from God and are under the penalty of eternal death.

2. God has provided a way that people who wish to be saved from this penalty can do so through the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ.

3. All people must respond to what the Bible teaches in order to accept this gift and escape the penalty of eternal separation from God.

The fourth lesson deals briefly with the nature and importance of the church and the fifth lesson helps a person count the cost of discipleship.

While there are many other important things to learn from the Bible, these first three truths effectively show a person his/her condition before God, instruct him/her in what to do, and call for a response. Other issues may be covered later, after these most important matters are resolved. If Jesus is truly accepted as Lord, there will be little reluctance to learn and do what the Bible says later. Reluctance to do God’s will is a sign that Christ’s lordship is not understood or accepted.

Persons with previous religious background may raise questions during your study. If such questions can be answered briefly, go ahead. Just don’t allow the study to be sidetracked. Better yet, patiently write the questions down for consideration later and try to get back to your study of the material.

Presenting the Lessons

The question/answer format of the lessons makes it easy for a person with a good readable translation of the Bible to understand what is necessary for salvation. One person studying with another is the optimum arrangement for presenting them but circumstances may require studying with more than one person at a time. If this is the case be sure that each point is adequately understood by all people before moving on. The five lessons make a good five week study using one lesson per week. Frequency may be increased if the situation merits.

Both student and teachers should have a copy of each lesson. Have plenty of pencils or pens available. Hand out the lesson at the beginning of each study. If the student isn’t familiar with the Bible, the teacher should help him/her find each reference. Paperback copies of the New Testament with the same page numbers are very helpful, minimizing embarrassment for those unfamiliar with the arrangement of the Scriptures. A brief explanation of how the Bible is divided up into books and verses may be helpful. The student should write the answers to each question in the space provided on his/her own copy of the lesson for their own use. Then will keep these at the end of each session. This assures that previous answers can be reviewed as you progress through the study.

The teacher should read the question, help the student find the appropriate verse or verses, and in most cases read the passage aloud. Have the student read only if he/she is comfortable doing so. (Ask at the beginning of the first study, “Are you comfortable reading aloud or would you rather have me do it?”) The question should then be answered in light of the Scripture read. Illustrate and explain where necessary. Each answer builds on previous answers so move ahead only when correct answer is understood.

In most cases it is best that the teacher use a modern translation of the Bible for the sake of the uninitiated student. The much loved King James Version contains beautiful language but can be very hard for uninitiated people to understand. Choose the translation that best serves your intent in imparting a good understanding of the truth. These lessons were written using the New American Standard Version. If you use another, be sure to go through each lesson ahead of time to check for wording difficulties.

If questions arise that are not included in the lesson you are presently working on, you may handle them in any of several ways:

1. If you know the answer and can present it briefly, go ahead, returning quickly to the lesson. Don’t allow such questions to sidetrack your intent. If you find this happening, just say, “Why don’t we discuss this after we’ve finish the lesson.”

2. If a question arises that will be answered later in the lessons, postpone the answer and move on.

3. If you don’t have the answer to a question asked by your student, just say, “That’s a very good question. I don’t know the answer but I will do my best to come prepared to answer it the next time we get together.” Honesty will not diminish respect for your teaching if you are sincere. Then be sure to get the answer if it is available before the next lesson.  

The biggest fear many have in teaching the Bible is being unable to answer unexpected questions. If you attitude is “If I don’t have the answer I will find it,” soon you’ll be handling situations with confidence. You may find that most people know so little of the Bible that they will respect the knowledge that you have.

A good way to learn to teach these lessons is to accompany someone who already has experience teaching them. Much can be learned about presentation and confidence by watching someone else in an actual teaching situation.

Carry a few sets of the lessons with you at all times, along with some identical paperback copies of the New Testament. You’ll be ready to teach whenever the opportunity arises. If you build friendship and trust as you present the lessons the probability is good that persons will respond to God’s message. The Holy Spirit will be active, convicting your student(s) through the Scriptures. 

